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apart from garrison towns, much is not heard of it, because
in general society, military and naval rank not being re-
cognised, precedence is confined to those comparatively few
in number who have real rank. But amongst these last,
precedence, clearly laid down by royal warrant, is as scrupu-
lously observed as in India, as any big dinner in London
during the season would show. In India the case is quite
different. There precedence is regulated by official rank.
At Nagpore the society was composed entirely of officials,
to each one of whom was assigned by royal warrant either
the military precedence of his rank, or, if a civilian, certain
"relative rank," which caused him to rank with a major or
a colonel, as the case might be, and which rank and prece-
dence encompassed his wife also. This had to be carefully
observed in sending your guests to dinner on all official
and, often for convenience' sake, on private occasions also,
and the complications connected therewith caused from
time to time no inconsiderable upheavals among our
officials and their belongings.

I got into serious trouble at Nagpore in those early days
over the precedence of a reverend clergyman and his wife.
It was Christmas week, and to Temple occurred the hideous
idea of one of his big parties, or of, as he called it, "open-
ing the hospitality of the Residency to all and sundry in
the station." It was hardly a part of my official duty, but
living with him at Government House, I would try and,
help in working out the precedence list on these com-
plicated occasions. With appointments and appliances
which would hardly dine more than a dozen persons com-
fortably, Temple would sometimes let the invitation list
sv^ell to some sixty or seventy souls, and the necessary
arrangements caused no small difficulty and anxiety.

At Nagpore we were on the confines of the- Bengal,
Bombay, and Madras Presidencies, and officers of all these
three armies served there. Every one of these knew exactly
his own place on the list, and whether h$ ranked above or
below his military neighbour. The difference often was